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M I N U T E S 

 
 

 GMOC MEMBERS PRESENT: Spethman Palma  Little  
  Krogh  Waters    

 
      GMOC MEMBERS ABSENT:  Arroyo ; Moya; Tripp; Garcia 

  
 STAFF PRESENT: Mark Stephens, GMOC Coordinator 
  Rabbia Phillip, Recording Secretary 
 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: Horacio Balvenada, Relative of Resident 
  

1. CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Spethman called the meeting to order at 6:09 p.m. The 
secretary called the roll and a motion to excuse the absent 
Commissioners was passed. A question was raised on how many 
missed/excused meetings a commissioner is allowed before it’s 
addressed as a problem. Mark Stephens advised that unexcused 
absences from three consecutive meetings may be grounds for removal 
from the Commission, but no members were currently approaching that 
situation. Any concern regarding attendance should first be raised directly 
with the commissioner. 
 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Minutes for the March 23, 2006 meeting were presented. Noting the 
reference in the minutes to an amphitheater/stage in Otay Park, 
Commissioner Palma stated that the Director of the Recreation 
Department informed him this would be included in planned park 
upgrades. Mr. Palma said he would keep abreast of this item and keep the 
GMOC informed accordingly. Commissioner Krogh requested including in 
the minutes the names of members of the public in attendance at 
meetings to the extent they are known. Chairman Spethman moved to 
approve the minutes with this addition, seconded by Commissioner Krogh, 
and carried. Commissioner Little abstained because he was not at that 
meeting. 

 
 
 



Growth Management  
Oversight Commission -2-                                   April 13, 2006 

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Chairman Spethman invited anyone who wished to address the 
Commission on items not on the agenda. Mr. Horacio Balvenada 
introduced himself as a resident of San Diego doing research on behalf of 
his brother-in-law, a resident of Chula Vista who is interested in opening a 
business in the City. The Commissioners welcomed him to the meeting 
and referred him to information sources that may be helpful for 
prospective businesses.  
 

4. INITIAL DISCUSSION OF ANNUAL REPORT 
Mark Stephens explained that the proposed focus of this meeting was on 
this year’s Annual Report. Although the GMOC hasn’t completed 
discussion of some topics (e.g., the Sweetwater Union High School 
District Interim Superintendent is scheduled to attend the May 4 meeting), 
beginning discussion of this year’s report is timely because of the broad 
scope that needs to be addressed. 
 
Mark distributed a copy of a proposed report outline, based on last year’s 
report. Primarily for the benefit of the newer Commissioners, he 
summarized what is covered in each section. He also distributed a draft of 
notes framing the areas where threshold compliance issues were 
identified, some of the other concerns and recommendations expressed 
on various topics, and requests that had been received from the public.  
 
Under Libraries, staff was requested to obtain more information on the 
hours of operation and the breakdown of use by branch. Commissioner 
Krogh reported that he had attended an April 5 town hall meeting on the 
Rancho del Rey Branch Library. Plans were presented, and this seems to 
be proceeding well. 
 
Under Traffic, the Commission agreed the peak hour Level of Service 
(LOS) on the Heritage Road segment between Telegraph Canyon and 
Olympic Parkway should be treated as a technical matter dealing with 
signal timing, and that it would not be considered a threshold failure in this 
year’s report.  
 
Under Fire/EMS, Commissioner Krogh reiterated a question regarding 
what performance was over the fiscal year vs. the calendar year. He also 
suggested that a list of all of the Master Plans referenced by various 
agencies and City departments be compiled and provided to the GMOC, 
and used as a tool to keep current of the completion of these plans.  
 
It was recommended that an “Other Comments” section be included in the 
report to present comments or suggestions that may not fall under one of 
the existing thresholds.  
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5. COMMISSIONERS AND STAFF COMMENT  

Commissioner Palma referred to a report to the City Council on the 
Montgomery Annexation presented April 6, 2006, and requested that 
Commissioners receive a copy of this report. He expressed concerns 
about some of the information in the document. The Chairman 
commended Commissioner Palma on his dedication to civic matters and 
especially those related to his area of the city. He asked Mr. Palma to 
provide his comments in writing to staff so that they can be shared with 
others and addressed in the most appropriate manner. Mr. Palma agreed 
to provide written comments.  
 
Commissioner Little said that he had received a flyer from an anonymous 
group regarding a new, urban-style high school on East Palomar Street 
and Santa Rosa, and asked whether public park space could be used by 
schools for physical education. Mark Stephens stated that the proposal for 
a private school at this site was pending, and he would provide additional 
information to Commissioner Little.  
 
Commissioner Krogh asked the indulgence of the Commission to revisit 
the issue of the GMOC reviewing the Finance Department’s report on use 
of Interim SR-125 Development Impact Fees. Mr. Krogh stated that he 
was advised that he could ask the Commission to vote on putting this on a 
future agenda in this cycle, since the matter was a threshold item 
occurring within the period under review. Chairman Spethman reiterated 
his position as previously recorded in a memorandum to the Commission 
that the matter was handled properly and addressed in a prior vote of the 
Commission, and also to recommend again that if Mr. Krogh wants to 
pursue this further, he do so as a private citizen. Commissioner Palma 
commented on a point of order, in accordance with Robert’s Rules, that 
the GMOC had previously voted on this issue, and the Chairman had the 
right and authority to address what goes on an agenda. Chairman 
Spethman told Mr. Krogh that he was out of order if he persisted in trying 
to use this body to rectify a conclusion that he was unhappy with, and he 
was already advised not to do so. Commissioner Krogh said he was trying 
to handle this in the most parliamentary way in an effort to avoid him 
taking the position of voting against the final Annual Report. The Chairman 
moved the meeting to the next item. 
 

6. NEXT MEETING 
Mark Stephens recommended that the meeting proposed for April 20, 
2006 be rescheduled to April 27 at 6:00 p.m. in the Conference Room of 
the Ken Lee Building, 430 F Street. This was agreed to by all present, and 
Secretary will confirm with the entire GMOC. 
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7. ADJOURNMENT 

The Chairman moved to adjourn at approximately 8:15 p.m. seconded by 
Commissioner Waters and approved unanimously. 
  
 

___________________    ___________________________ 
Rabbia Phillip     Mark Stephens 
Secretary      Growth Management Coordinator 


